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A SDBREVIVENCIA DA MUSICA ANTIGA DOS ASSIRIOS (cont.)

No décimo livro da colegdo MARDUTHO DSURYOYE apresentemos 284 grupas mu-
sicais de oito wmelodias diféerentes para cada verso, considerada a mesma lstra
(Seblotha).; .ndste décimo primeiro volume estamos apresentando uma série de
203 misicas envalvendo melodias peculiares, aprese ntando o que se poda consi
derar o que hA de mais complexo na misica sacra assiria dos primeirus sete sé-
culos do cristianismo como segue:

133 unos e didlogos,
19 cantos gregos,
27 exaltagOes,

9 caAtedras,

13 sdplicas, e

2 tronos sublimes;

os unos e didlogos, e, 08 cantos gregos sdc para coraly e as exaltagOes, cate -
dras, siplicas e tronos séo especificamente para o canto solo;

Convém novamente notar que muitas destas melodias como j& foli ressaltado,
s#io musicas oriundas de rituais assfrios anteriores ao cristianismo introduzi
des no cristianismo pelos primeiros ass:[rioa convertidos,

Os assirios carsctarizaram-se por ter criado uma escala heptafénica (des -
sete sons) para suas melodias, em vez da pentafSnica que predominava entre os
outros povos. Exercerem, os assirios, uma incontestdvel infludncia em toda a
misica oriental e ocidental, Acompanhando conquistadores e comerciantes,canto~
res s ma;vsieos, assim coms oS sébios e pregadores, espalharam da Mesgpotamia -
para o Oriente até a Pérsia, India e China seu conhecimento musical, bem camo
para o Ocidente a purtir da Asia Menor pela Europa e o Norte da Afric.a.

A competencia musical dos assirics e sua influencia no cristianismo 8 ing
gével, considerando-se gue das antigas civilizagoes 84 os ass{rios e’r‘etivamen
te incluiram em suas liturgias, missais, oragoes, stc., misicas Ja em uso & &
poca da conversdo; a maturidade criativa e art{stica ndo pdderia de forma algg
ma ser marginalizada pelos sébios e sacerdotes que abragavam a nova doutrina,

As musicas apresentadas nos del:.imo e undécimo. volumes desta colegdo sdo -
exclusiva transcrigio do livro BET GAZO (Tesourd Musical ou Casa do Tesours) -
todos compilados nos primeiros sste séculos do cristianismo, e, qua continuam
em uso nas Igrejas Ass{rias Crist@s como a Igreja Assiria Oriental,A Igreja 8{
riaca Caldéica, A Igreja Sirian Ortodoxa, A Igreja Sirian Catdlica, & as suas
catedras na India principalments no estado de Kerala, antiga Malabar,

Além dos hinos registrados nestss dois volumes, existe um grande nimero
a ser compilado & que se encontra espalhado pelos brevidrios, missais, liturgi
as, sacramentos, etc., aos quais ja demos o infcio dg trabalno de registro mu-
sical e que em breve se para tanto tivermos vida, prgtendemos publicar para a
posteridade. .

Sao Paulo, Brasil.
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SURVIVAL OF ANCIENT ASSYRIAN MUSIC AND ITS
TRANSTTION TO EARLY CHRISTIAN HYMNS. _
In the tenth volume 'of this book - MARDUTHO DSURYOYE - were presented 284
early Assyrian Féelesiastical Hymns in groups of eight or mora,tuneszfor gach
versg of tha groug: They wers compnnnd by “early’ Assyrianq campositors converted

into Christianity during tha first saven centuriss A,D,, basad»an hareditary -
musical tined of Anclert Assyrians, erre tha Christian Era.f

In this eleventh volume 6f the same titla are being presentsd 203 more -
hymns of one single tune for each verse, These 203 hymns were also composed by
Assyrian Converts, of the same period, and wers divided under separate names;
they are a small part of many hundreds of hymns, which were Forgotten and lost
for ever, some of them, which are still sung by modern. Assyrians, are as . Follows

(1) -+ 133 Fer-de and Mad-ro-she = Ddds and dialogues * L’-!9°° /’
(11) - 19 Cnu-ne Yaw-no-ye = BresMd canticles. . ‘v“‘,AA4,‘g¢ng
(111) - 27 Mawr-be. = Exaltations .. - .- s k>Faw
(1v) - 9 Gni-ze _ =7Inyisiblqs. o i::R.ﬁt,:.lé;;k4>.
{v)- 13 Yakhsh-fo-tho = Supplications o aeas
(VI) - 2 Maut-be ' = Sublime Thrones , " ‘ASlay

The 19 Oreek music songs presented here, are still sung in Assyrian Chur -
ches, They, are part of about seventy hymns which were nsglactsd and FurgotEn,
for not agreeing with the Assyrian music taste They were composad by Andrew of
Creete, Cuzma and John Damascene ﬁoF Damason - Syria) during the sixth centu—

ry A.B. ; they were of Byzantine music and mostly sung by the Malkite and ‘Maro ~
nite Communities Churches oF Syria, Lebanon and Palestine Then thEy Fell out
of use, when these two communities were arabised and had. changed their qyrlac

| anguage with the Arabic 1anguage,

These and .many DthEFS, were composed,, based obn ancient Assyrian tunes of -
temp e, prayers mostly of:

(I - TITIAN the Assyrian (110 A.D.) of Hadiab city, near Nineveh; author
i Coaf thn Diateseron,
(11 )~ BARDAISAN. (154 .2 272 A.D.) author - of 150 dialogue hymns;.
(II1) -  YACOUB DANCEBIN: § 258 - 333 A.D.) founder and estaklisher of the first

. Christian Assyrian University of NCEBIN, #fear Nineveh- .
St, AFREM (303 -373 A.D.) born in Ncebin, ‘was the son of an Assyrian
high priest of the temple bf Baal in Néebin, Wher guité e young man,
AFPREM was expelled from his house and the temple of Baal, by his fa -
ther. for frequenting Christian Assyrian Church and University at. ..,
Ncebin, He then adopted Christianity. and became one of the. greatest
-Assyrian Christian authors of all -times, After the death of Yacoub
Dancebin, he-became the: first dean of .that University since 338 till
363 A,D,. He composed thousands of poems and hymns, He was also the -
first organiser of the Church in the East, as afterwards was St, Agos
tin in the West, During the last ten years of his life, he also beca-

me the rector of the Assyrian University of Ur-Hay (Edessa) from 363
till 373 A,D,

(1v)
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( v)~- RABULE D'uR-HOY (340 - 425 A,D,), the bishop of Ur-hoy, was an Assy-
rian merchant of a great wealth , When convertsd to Christianity, he
distribuited all his riches and ppssessions amongst the poors, chur-
ches, monastries and convents, He composed many Gni-ze and Takhsh-fo
~tho, which are being sung like opera solos.

Later on, many other Assyrian authors composed hundreds of other hymns
based on Ancient Assyrian Musical tunes, such as YACOUB DASROUG, BA-
LAY D'BALASH, SIMON THE POTTER, NARSAY, MARUTHA —DMEIAFARKIN, and -
YACOUB D'URHOY {623 -708 A,D,).

A1l the prayers, even the readings, are being sung in the Assyrian Churches,
The singing of the Chorus in two groups 1s usually initiated by the priest; -
reason for which he should always be of good voice and good knowledge of the -
church hymns,

Most of these early Christian Hymns were composed by Assyrians Converts -
who were highly and learmed classes of the Asgsyrian nation, They were either -
priests or high-priests, or sons of the priests, such as St. Afrem., It was re-
quired from them to be well acquainted with the temple music, and so when con-
verted to Christianity, they transmitted with them, the ancient Assyrian tem -
ple music and hymns into Assyrian or Syrian Christian Church, after having -
changed the heathen meaning texts of the songs to Christian meaning texts, -
which they also inflated with belief in Christ as the Divine Savior, and faith
in the Divine Trinity of the three Personates: FATHER, SON and the HOLY GHOST,
with the VIRGIN MARY, always mentioned with them, thus replacing the ancient ~
Mesopotamian Trinity: Ea of Ur, his son Marduk of Babylon, and his Ghost Assur
of Assyria, with the godess Ishtar mentioned with them, This religious resem -
blance and similarity between the two trinities, smoothed the way to converts
to move from heathen ancient Assyrian religion to Assyrian {or Syrian) Chris -
tian retigion, By this means it is presumed that the ancient Assyrians had re-
jected heathen polytheistic religion, and accepted rapidly monotheistic Chris-
tian religion, beca.use they were a Semitic nation of one race, descendants of
one Tribal father Assur {or Ashur) son of Shem, son of Noah (see Gen, 10:22),
Assur was adored and worshipped by his descendants as their supreme god., They
rejected adoring other gods, efter the fall of their second empire, and the -
destruction o Nineveh (612 - 606 B.C,) and remained faithful only. to Assur, ~
expecting from him salvation, as usual., But as soon as appeared Salvation .,
through faith in Jesus Christ - the Nazarene; they accepted him, instead of As
sur, and became Christian Assyrians in race, language and religion, with thg -~
abreviation of thelr name from Assyrian inteo Syrian, which was already abrevia
ted and in use, since their second empirs, when most of the western region, ex
tending from the Tigris river to the Eastern shores of the Mediterranean was —
Assyrianized or Syrianized, This next nomination was also apllied to the Ara -
maic language, since the ninth century B,C,, when the Assyrian and the Aramaic
dialects mixed up, and formed the present Syrian or Syriac languags,

" Unlike the Assyrians; the Babylonians, who were a mixture of many races -
and idioms, were totally destroyed with the destruction of Babel, their Capital
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City, by the Parsians, during the fifth century B8,C,; through assimilation with
the Persians, and later on they were arabised, as are now their descendants in
Southern Mesopotamia - Modern Irak, There is now, no such a nation called Ba -
bylanian; whilst there is a nation called ASSYRIAN in north Mesopotamia, ..
which is the anclentsand the actual stateless ASSYRIA, divided amang four Tsla
mic nations - Iran, Turkey, Irak, and Syria., Due to the destruction of Babylon
and all the cities in Southern Mesopotamia; Christianity did not achieve suc -
cess and expanision in Babylenia, Southern Mesopotamia, Syria and Palestine as
it achieved in Assyria, and sv no Babylonian music passed to Christianity, as
the Assyrian converts musicians succeded in passing and transmitting their -
heathen Assyrian music to Christian Assyrian music,

‘With the Bsbylonians identities, were also destroyed the identities of the
Arameans, Ilamites and Phoenicians, so that no Aramaic, Ilamite or Phoenician
music passed to Christianity; while the Assyrian nation in homeland and abroad,
with its Christian sacred music, florished by the early Christian Assyrian Hymns,
The late Patriarch Afram I (+1957 A.D.). in his book "The Dispersed Pearls" -
mentioned that there were more than three thpusand Ecclesiastical Syriac Hymns,
and that during his visit to the great libraries of Asian, European, American
and African nations, he met with, and registered, some two hundred Syriac writ~
ten books, full of hymns and songs, copied and written by ecclesiastical Syrian
authors since the eighth century A,D,,

Most of the hymns presented here in this eleventh volume in nmoder musi-
cal notes, read from right to left, were transmitted by Assyrian converts to
Assyrian early Christian hymns during the first five centuries A,D. which gave
success to the rapid spread of Christianism, derived from Assyrianism or Syria-
nism, and not from Judaism as eronecusly presumed by some writers, who are less
acquainted with the evolution of Assyrian and Jewish religious Cultures, for -
whilst Jesus was accepted by the Assyrians in accordance with their ancient re-
ligion, He was rejected by his own people as shown in St, John's Gospel{1:1-12),
He and His teachings, together with his disciples were rejected for being Gali-
lians, brought up within the Assyrian or Syrian religicus cultural sphere, which
was then dominating, most of western Asia. This general religious cultural si
tuation of the Assyriana had paved the way to rapld convertion of the Assyrio-
Aramalc speaking peoples into Christianism, which is also kﬂown by the name of
Syrianism {ASSURYOYUTHO or SURYOYUTHO), llewjome ;L._,u,t & Lo Liose .l-;u‘

Besides the Hymns and songs, appeared in the tenth and eleventh volumes, -
extracted from the book of BET-GAZO (Treasure of the Hymns}, there are many ...
other Assyrian hymns and songs, of various tumes and rhythms, dispersed in Pra-
yer Books, Liturgies, Breviaries and Mass-service -bogks; all full of hymns, -
sung by priests,answered by deacons'cholres and participated by attending audi
ance, during the Mass-service, which we rope to extract and have them reserved
within modern musical notes, for tramsmition to future generations,

From this continuous Assyrian musical progress, which was:z passed by Assy
rian converts. to early Christian Assyrian Churches, and from them to modern -
Assyrian churches of our actual times, may be noted that the Assyrian nation -
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did not vanish with the fall of its empire or the destruction of its Capital -
Nineveh; for being a strong and a highly civilisied nation, with an esteemed -
high culture; they survived and started to recover their internal power of ad-
ministration which endured for many centuries, until at 'last, it reached to
the present Assyrian minorities at home and abroad,

Ancient Greek historians, assert that although Nineveh was destroyed, yet
a nominal Assyria kingdom still stood-by, for when the Assyrian fighting army
in Harran - about a hundred miles westward of Nineveh, declared in 605 A,0,, -
Prince ASHUR-U-BALLIT, king of Assyria, that kingdom continued to live peacefu
1ly, administrating its internal affairs, without ambitions for foreign con -
quests, By then the pmaceful kings becams kingly-priests and continued until -
the third century A.D. ending with the death of SENNACARIB II, father of Prince
BEHNAM and Princess SARA, who were martyared and condemned to death by their -
proper father, for being converted into Christianity. Since then the ruling in
ternal order passed to the Priestly-kings or the Patriarchs of Assyrian Church;
leaders and high clergy-men, from whom was requirsd to be good singers, with -
beautiful atractive volces, and well acquainted with the hereditary art of -
Assyrian music and hymns, to be able to atract attention of church audiances,
and succeaded in transmitting the rich Assyrian music cultural inheritance, -
Even now it is required from all Assyrian clergymen,to be fluent in the musical
art of singing, to inspire in the church attendents, feelings of spiritual joy,
consclation, patience and hope for a better life, By this means of musical tra
ditional culture the Assyrians survived as a nation, clinging unitedly around,
their mother, the Assyrian Church, till now.

Therefore, whilst the Assyrians maintained their national identity, their
language, and their culture, until our present days, in Assyria and abroad, -
thelr sister nation - the Babylonians, composed of ramnants of Akkadians, Amo-
rites, Ilamites, Phoenicians and Arameans, were lost through assimilation with
the Persians, Greeks and Arabs, Since Babel was destroysd during the Fifth'ceg
tury B.C. the Persian Capital was removed from Babel to Persepoclis, and Nabu-
cadnazar's Babylon was changed into a ruble mound of destruction. With it were
also destroyed all signs of Babylonian Civilization including music, Its flori
shing cities were totally ruined by continuous wars and raids of the ihvading
barbarian hords, which came from all directions, having lost the defence of -
Assyrian power of protection against the foreign invaders forces since the des
truction of Nineveh,

The Assyrians continued develaping their National Culture and arts of ..,
their civilisation which they radiated to other nations - near and far-away, -
since ths begining and establishment of their first empire by HADAD NIRIRI I
(1308 - 1276 8,C.) and his son SHALMANASR I (1275 - 1247 B.C,) then until the
destruction of Nineveh when then they had passed to internal self administra-
tion system of state, :Again the progress of their culture continued to illumi-
nate the world around them, during the last six hundred years B8:C. and during
the first seven hundred years A.D., after which, the Assyrian culture of music,
based on ecclesiastical rymns remained confined within the Assyrian Churches,
in spite of the invading barterian hords which cama from all directions; who -
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could not efface the immense wealth of Assyrian music culture and destroy their
ecclesiastical hymhs, of which about one thousand hymns have survived and are
still being sung at Assyrian Churches of their four principal communities of:

1~ the Assyrian Church of the East and their brothers,

2- the Chaldean Church Communitys;,

3- the Syrian Orthodox Church Community and their brothers,
4~ the Syrian Catholic Community Church,

But, the community which possesses more knowledge and practice of the inhe
rited Assyrian Hymns is the Syrian Orthodox Church Community,

Besides the 133 hymns of scatered Odds and Dialogues, and the 19 Greek -
Canticles, the rest are melodiocus hymns;are still being sung in Assyrian Chur -
ches like opera solos, during the Mass-service, which is also a religious opera
conducted by the priest, the Chorus and the audiance, They give religious ins -
tructions, logical ideas, dialogu®s of historical discussions, and panoramic ~
biblical views, as may be noted from the meaning of the following hymn of ...
MAWT-80 = of the sublime Throne seating, shown on page 100 of this volume, which
is a brief history of the Creation of Adam by God and a panoramic view of the -
Paradise of Eden, as translated here:

When God created Adam

He sat and admired him,

For seeing how beautiful he was created
The ereated resembled the Creator !

A terrestrial walking amongst

The trees of the Paradise !

Even the Angels admired the terrestrial,

For being so greatly exalted !

Thus it may be observed that the ancient Assyrians, were the first people
who dressed their Assyrian speech, with beautiful vestures of their writing fi-
gures, They also swestend the pronounce of their speech with atracting Divine
Bliss of Musical Voices, since the ewve of Civilisation, with which they made -
their homeland a real Paradise, from which illuminated the surrounding nations
of all the warld,

Those miraculous blisses of their cultural arts are, writing and music., In
the first is being stored the Wisdom of Humanity; and in the sscond continues
promoting in the mind of humanity a higher sacred inspiration to obtain a con-
tinuous civil progress, spiritual content, and happy sensitiveness of Good -

Hope.
Ibrahim Gabriel Sowmy

Sac Paulo, Brasil
12th, August 1990.
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